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The Sixth Night
The dreamer hears that Unkei is carving Ni6 guardians at the main gate of Gokoku-ji. He stops to see, and joins a \ % @& i § e yvsins E
large crowd of onlookers. Unkei, dressed in Kamakura attire, is suspended high up on the work, carving away o 0000 @CV % Oéo ’f
|:

industriously, oblivious to the crowd below. The dreamer wonders how Unkei can still be living in the modern OO OO o0 o @ O:O ‘rq
Meiji period. At the same time, he watches in awe, transfixed by Unkei’s skill with mallet and chisel. A fellow =) o ]

observer explains that Unkei is not really shaping a Nig, but rather liberating the Ni6 that lies buried in the wood.

That's why he never errs. On hearing this, the dreamer rushes home to try for himself. He chisels through an

entire pile of oak, but finds no Ni6. He concludes, in the end, that Meiji wood is hiding no Ni6. That’s why Unkei is x
still living. )
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