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POOR AUNT'5TORY

1

t started on a perfectly bcatrtiful Sunday afternoon in

iuly * thc rcry ffrst Sunday afternoon in July. Trvo or
three chunks of cloud floated white md tirry in a distant
corner of'the si<rt*, like well-forrned prrnctuation marks
placed with exceptional cirre. Unobstnrcted by anr.thing

;rl *ll, the light of the srrn poured dorvn on the world to its
lrr.irrt's content. In this kingdorn of July. even the crumpled
rilver sphere of rr chocolate srveet paper discarded on the
I;rrvtr gave olf a proud sparkle, like a legendary crysial at
tlre bottorn of a lake. If ynu sttrr:ed at the scene long enouglr,

lou could tell thtri tlie sunlight enfolded yet another kinrl of
lieht, Iike one Clhinese box inside another. The inner light
lrxrked like countless grains o{'pollen - grains that rvere soli
,rrrd opaque ancl thart hung in the slg, almost nrotionless,
rrrrtil, at long last, they settled dorvn upon ttre surl'ace of
lhe eartlt.

Ou the way home frorn * Srrndry stroll, I had stopped in
the plaza ontside tht picture gallery Sittirrg at the edge of the

pontl, rny courpanion ancl I lookecl across the wahr tow,a**i
thc hvo br,,ze unicorns ou the otrre:r srrore. The lo*s r*irr*
season had linally ended, iurcl ii ne*,sl'irll*er hreezelri.d
the lear.es of t]re oak trees, raising tiny ripples ,,u* onri t]re;
tlr ihe sur{ace ol tl"ie shallow pond. Tii,xr rnovexl like tl$
lireeze; .starting and stopr:ing, itopping and starting, Sofu
drink cir,s shone throrigh the clear w*er ol the ponci. Tc me;
thelv looked like the sunken mins of an ancierrt lust 

"ity;
-Berfore 

us prrssecl a softtrall tenrn in rrniform, * buy nu i
lricple, *n old nrrrn wrlking his clog, a ]oung f,rr.eigrrer iJ
jogging slrr:ds. Thei breezr: carried snatclies af-rnusic'fro* *
Ittge portable ratiio on thc Srilssr a srlgary song ol love eiiherl
Iost or a[:orrt to be. I seerne,i ro r.,r*ngnise. tir., hrne, but I..
corrldn't ber surer. It niay Liwe jrist ,uurirl*d likt orr. t knew.
Half listerning, I could feel nry bare arnrs soakilg up th*i
srrnlighi * seiundles.sly, so{!ly, gentl,v. Every ouce ;, ,, *,lril*, Ii
woulc-l briirg illv irrlr-rs up to 1ace level aucl stretcl tirem
straight orrt. Surnrner was herre. ,

- Wlry a poor aunt, of all things, shorrld have grrrbbed fiqF
heart on a Slrnday afternoon like this, I have nold*,o, fherl,:
wils no poor arrnt to be seen in the vicinity, nothing to make
rte imagine her existence. She czure to me, nonetheless, and 

,

then slre rvirs gone, If onl1, for sorne hundredtlr pilrt of a ,

second, she had been in my heart. Arrd when ,h* ,rrlor"d or,
she. left a strange, hunran-shaped ernptiness in her plaee. It
felt as if sorneolle had zippeJ past a windor.v and vanished.
You mn to the window and stick your head out, but no one is .
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